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OMAR KHAYYAM ON THE STAGE. 

Richard Walton Tully, who wrote "The 
Rose of the Rancho" and "The Bird of 
Paradise," has brought another play of pic- 
turesque atmosphere to town. It is "Omar, 
the Tentmaker," a Persian love play with 
Omar Khayyam as the central figure, and 
Guy Bates Post as star in that role. From 
all indications, the play is going to prove as 
popular at the Lyric Theatre as the other 
successes by Mr. Tully. 

"Omar, The Tentmaker," now playing at 
the Lyric Theatre, is a very remarkable 
production. Mr. Post, in his personation of 
the title role, makes one live for the passing 
hour in the enchanted land of the Far East. 
The play is well acted throughout, and the 
stage setting is unusually beautiful and ef- 
fective. 



SAMPSON PORCELAINS SOLD. 

Mr. Henry Sampson of New York 
has sold his collection of old Chinese 
porcelains which he considers more im- 
portant than any in America, excluding 
those in museums, such as the Altman 
and Morgan collections, to Mr. Edgar 
Gorer, of London. Mr. Sampson has 
been more than twenty years in as- 
sembling-the collection, having started 
with pieces of blue and white at the 
first Brayton Ives sale in 1891. The 
strength of the collection in its present 
form lies in the single color specimens. 
One sang-de-boeuf vase is said to be 
worth $50,000, and a ruby beaker not 
more than four inches high is placed at 
$10,000. The collection includes nearly 
1,000 pieces, and the value of the whole 
is said to be more than $1,000,000. At 
the end of the year it will be exhibited 
at the Dreicer Galleries here. 

The collection is the largest in mono- 
chromes known. It has 28 great reds, 
one piece surpassing any in the Morgan 
and Altman collections, .and four 
peachbloom rouge boxes which are ex- 
traordinary. 

ART BOOK REVIEWS. 
Scultura Italiana, antica e moderna, by 

Alfredo Melani, Milan. 

The subject of Signor Melani's work is 
a large one; embracing as it does Etruscan, 
Italo-Greek and Greco-Archaic, in addition 
to Roman and Paleo-Christian sculpture. 
After dealing with these subjects the au- 
thor takes up Medieval, Renaissance, Ba- 
rocque, Neo-Classic and Modern sculpture. 
This valuable text is illustrated by 40 cuts 
covering the above periods. 

To tell the story thus outlined takes some 
660 pages, replete with interest. 

The bulky volume, 6 x 4, is published by 
Ulrico Hoefli of Milan, who deserves much 
credit for the style in which it has been 
brought out. 

The Spell of Switzerland, by Nathan 
Haskell Dole, L. C. Page & Co., 
Boston. 

As forming part of the "Grand Tour" 
there are few of those interested in the 
most exalted developments of Nature, but 
who will appreciate a story of travel, such 
as Mr. Dole has compiled from his per- 
sonal experiences. He deals with moun- 
tain, lake and city in graphic form, touch- 
ing respectively on Lausanne, Chillon, Zur- 
ich and Lucerne, Chamounix, the Matter- 
horn and the other leading features of Swiss 
scenery. Its illustrations, more than 50 
in number, supplement the text most ef- 
fectively. 
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CINCINNATI. 

In one of the smaller galleries at the 
Cincinnati Art Museum is an exhibi- 
tion of the work of Elizabeth Boott 
Duveneck, wife of Frank Duveneck, 
and whose maiden name was Elizabeth 
Boot. The artist was born in Boston 
and lost her mother while still a very 
young child, so that at an early age 
she was sent to Florence, to live with 
an aunt, who had gone there to educate 
her daughters. Soon afterward she 
went to Paris to study painting with 
Couture, and lived with his family. At 
the age of eighteen, she came to Amer- 
ica and studied with William M. Hunt, 
who had been a pupil of Couture. 

Shown in Boston. 
About this time an exhibition of Mr. Du- 
veneck's work was held in Boston and great- 
ly admired by Miss Boott — so much that she 
induced her father to purchase the "Portrait 
of Mr. H." which now hangs in our muse- 
um. Miss Boott and her father visited Mr. 
Duvenek in his studio and persuaded him 
to postpone a trip he had intended to make 
to Munich _a„n<L to _teach_in_ America so that 
she might study with him. A little later, 
Mr. Duveneck did go to Munich, where Miss 
Boott soon followed and entered his class, 
which was a large one and composed of 
men, nearly all of whom have since be- 
come famous. 

Painter and Pupil Are Married. 

Through the influence of Miss Boott, Mr. 
Duveneck went from Munich to Florence 
(where his class followed him) and where. 
in the course of time, they were married. 
They lived in a villa on 'the crest of a hill 
at the edge of Florence. There, two years 
later, Mrs. Duveneck died and was buried 
in the American cemetery. 

Nearly. all of Mrs. Duveneck's watercolors 
and flower studies were painted in Florence. 
The two negro heads, "Jerry," and "Mum. 
Hannah" and some of her annual paintings, 
were done while she visited an aunt in 
Georgia. The work Mrs. Duveneck did dur- 
ing the Couture period can easily be dis- 
tinguished by the singular dryness of the 
paint, and it is interesting to note the de- 
velopment under her later master, Duveneck, 
and the oily, free quality of the paint; in 
fact, she used laughingly to call Mr. Du- 
venek's school "the slippery school." 

The two watercolors of doorways of the 
Alhambra are exquisitely painted, with their 
delicate designs and jewel-like tracery. The 
watercolors all show the influence of Boite, 
who was her teacher. 

The paintings of flowers are rich in color 
and refined in quality, and there are a num- 
ber of small heads which show the artist 
at her best. Rich color, strong brush work 
and truthful values are the dominant qual- 
ities in the work of this gifted woman and 
altogether the exhibition is one of the most 
interesting we have seen. 

Mary L. Alexander. 
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WASHINGTON. 



William A. Clark, former U. S. Senator 
from Montana, last week celebrated his sev- 
enty-fifth birthday by donating $5,000 to 
the Corcoran Gallery for the W. A. Clark 
prize awards at the biennial exhibition of 
contemporary American oils, which will 
open at the institution next December. _ 

Another notable addition to the capital's 
marble buildings will be the $700,000 Red 
Cross memorial to the women of the civil 
war, the site for which will cover the entire 
square between 17 and 18 and D and E. Sts., 
N. W. 
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